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but released it, joined the other animals and moved
off, parallel to the coastline. Unfortunately, WS was
unable to retrieve the body of the dead calf and the
cause of death is unknown, though no visible signs of
trauma (cuts or abrasions) were evident. We have no
way of knowing for how long these animals had been
supporting the calf and if they would have continued
if not disturbed.

This note provides strong inferential and direct
evidence for nurturant behaviour within free-
ranging bottlenose dolphins. Such behaviour has
clear implications for the survival of possibly geneti-
cally related dolphins within specific groups.
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